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Tena koutou katoa.
Dear Parents, Caregivers and Friends of the school,

On Tuesday we began the month of November with a special liturgy celebrating 
All Saints and Souls Days. This is a special occasion in the Catholic Church 
when we remember all the people of God who have gone before us. Praying for 
and to our dead is a Catholic tradition.  We thank all the people who helped 
prepare the liturgy and give thanks to those children who were involved.

Careful Planning
As we hurtle on with activities and planning for the end of the school year we must keep in mind that 
there are still five weeks of learning time before Christmas. Our teaching staff are very focussed on the 
classroom and learning opportunities for our students so it is imperative that we keep sound routines 
and lines of communication open. At the same time, teachers are making “overall teacher judgements” 
about your child’s progress and considering their 
academic and social needs as they place them in 
classes for 2017. This is a process that we take very 
seriously and give a great deal of thought to before 
making a judgement. 

With Appreciation
I wish to thank Mrs Serena Ross and the PTFA team 
for the tremendous work that they did in organising 
the “Mums Night Off” evening last week. Activities like 
this help bring us closer together as a school 
community and the donations to Hospice were 
gratefully received. 

Arriving Late and Late Collection
Traffic woes aside, there are still a significant number 
of children arriving to school after the morning bell 
rings at 8.45am. This morning for example, there were 
46 late arrivals and this is posing a disruption to the 
class and our school programmes such as swimming, 
cricket and enviro schedules. Please make every 
effort to have your child at school on time.
Remember also that school closes at 2.50pm. It is not 
acceptable to leave your child at school unattended 
after 3.15pm. This is a safety concern and a parental 
responsibility. Some children are still waiting to be 
collected at 4.30pm.

Craig McKernan
Principal

SCHOOL ATTENDANCE DUES 
SPONSORSHIP SCHEME

The Attendance Dues Sponsorship Scheme has 
been created to assist families who may need 

financial support with the payment of 
Attendance Dues for students attending 

Catholic schools in Auckland Diocese, both 
primary and secondary.

The purpose of the sponsorship scheme is to 
allow parents or caregivers facing financial 
hardship another option to seek relief where 
they may be reluctant to approach their school 
for help.
The existing financial hardship scheme – 
operated by your school – is also available to 
parents or caregivers facing hardship and we do 
encourage families facing financial difficulties to 
please contact your school office.
Application forms are available from school and 
parish offices, or can be down-loaded from the 
Catholic Schools’ Office 
Website: www.catholicschools.org.nz (go to 
Property and Finance / Finance / Attendance 
Dues)
If you have any queries or require assistance 
with the payment of attendance dues under the 
sponsorship scheme, you are invited to phone 
in confidence, Carol Krebs (Ph. 360 3069) at 
the Auckland Diocese office.
Applications to the sponsorship scheme for 
2016 attendance dues will be accepted by the 
Auckland Common Fund Ltd up 
to 30 November 2016.
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Religious Education
Mufti Days - Thank You!
We raised $748.40 for the Blind Foundation.  The money has been split between the Guide Dogs Fund 
and Braille Fund, which are all under the Blind Foundation umbrella.
Our last mufti day for the year will be on Friday 25th November.  This mufti day will be for the Missions.

Family/Whanau Mass
Our next Family/Whanau Mass is Sunday, 27th November at 10am.  Puriri Whanau will be participating in 
this Mass. 

The Sacrament of Penance
The Sacrament of Penance has been known by several names over the years. It was called confession 
when the emphasis was on people confessing their sins anonymously in private. It then became known as 
penance when the emphasis was on doing something to make up for what you had done wrong. Now it is 
more commonly known as reconciliation and it is celebrated mostly within the community. The emphasis is 
on recognising our need to change, admitting our failure to love God and people in our lives, asking for 
forgiveness, receiving absolution and making peace with each other.

Reconciliation
There will be reconciliation for the Years 4, 5 & 6 children on Wednesday 30th November at 1:30pm. This 
is a lovely way in which we help the children prepare for Advent.

Advent 
What is Advent?  
Advent is the Church season just before Christmas.  It is considered a time of preparation for the coming 
of Jesus Christ, a time for conversion, anticipation, hope and thanksgiving.  Advent begins on the Sunday 
nearest November 30th, the feast day of St Andrew the apostle.  Since the start date changes yearly, so 
does the length of the Advent season.  This year, Advent begins on November 27th.  
The word Advent means “the coming” in Latin.  Beginning as early as the fourth century, Advent has been 
a time of good cheer and spiritual reflection.  It was originally a time when converts to Christianity readied 
themselves for baptism.  Today, many Christian families have adopted the tradition of lighting the candles 
on an “Advent Wreath” and using the “Advent Calendar” to count down the days until Christmas.
During this time the school will focus on Advent in their classes, where they will reflect on members of 
Jesus’ family. 

Nativity
Practising is well under way for the Nativity this year.  We are lucky to have the creative talents of Mrs Hall 
and the Year 1 and 2 teachers to help put together a wonderful reminder of the real ‘reason for the 
season’. 

This year we will be holding our Nativity on Wednesday 7th December at 6pm on our 
school courts. If it is raining the Nativity will be performed in the church the next day, 

on the 8th of December at 1:30pm.
Please keep checking the events timetable for dates of all school events.

Staff Reflections
Please be aware that on a Friday morning from 8:15 to 8:30 our teachers gather for prayer.  This is a 
lovely time for us to reflect together as a staff community.  This prayer time allows us to share our faith as 
one. While we are praying there is always a teacher rostered on playground duty and the office continues 
as normal. 

Yours in Christ,                                                                                             
Maria Wilson
DRS – Director of Religious Studies



FAMILY WORKER NEWS

"Never see a need without doing something about it." If you are going through tough times or if 
you know of a family who are in need of extra support at the moment then please call me or call 
into my office at school.

If you are able to contribute items of food and gifts for families to be given out at Christmas time 
contact me or leave these in the Pastoral Care basket near the school office.

If you require any uniform items please fill in the uniform request form at the office. Several 
children are coming to me asking for uniform items and I am not always sure if the request has 
come from home or whether the children have simply lost their uniform item. Donations for the 
uniforms can be left at the school office also.

Liz Beazley 
Family Worker   
Ph 0274714120

Invitation to Year 5 and 6 Girls, Mums, 
Aunties and Grandmothers Evening

You are warmly invited to an evening in our school staffroom with our Public Health Nurse, Gloria.
Thursday 17th November at 7pm.

Come along and listen to a talk about growing up and what we can expect as we turn into young 
women.
There will be a chance ask questions and view products associated with feminine hygiene.
Our talk will be followed by refreshments. Please RSVP to your class teacher or Mrs J if you are 
attending.

Someone Else Collecting Your Child 
From School?

We understand from time to time you might need someone else to collect your child from school. 
This may be a one-off or intermittent event.
If this person does not regularly pick up your child:
A) Please contact the school and advise us of this new arrangement as soon as possible.
B) Please tell this person they must call into the school office and collect a pass and that you 

have rung ahead to let us know. (If we haven’t heard from you we will have to verify this 
arrangement first before releasing your child).

C) Please advise this person of the permitted parking areas and practices.
Thank you for your cooperation, we are making every endeavour to ensure your 
child feels safe and protected.



TWILIGHT HOCKEY FEES
We are enjoying another great season of twilight hockey. Many thanks to the parents who 
are helping out. The subs are now overdue so please pay your $11 to Mrs J, ASAP.

INSTAGRAM AND SOCIAL MEDIA
A gentle reminder to parents to check children's social media accounts. We have had a 
couple of instances where pupils have tried to "add" teachers to social media sites such 
as Instagram.
Our staff's privacy is important and we ask that pupils keep social media separate from 
school.

YEAR 5 AND 6 SCHOOL PRODUCTION
There are photos available on the Northlandpix website. 

Families can purchase photos directly from here.
Go to www.northlandpix.co.nz and use sfx2016 as the password. 

Thanks to Mike and Abbey Cameron for the wonderful photos. 

DVD Copies of the Year 5 and 6 production "Uncle Crumble's Mad machine" will be 
available at the school office from tomorrow, 11th November at $12 per copy.

SCHOOL PHOTOS
Shoot keys and photo notices have been sent home so you may view your photos online. Shoot 
keys are provided to each child photographed in the class sitting or portrait sittings. If your child 
was not photographed they will only receive a class photo key.

How to VIEW and PURCHASE your photographs.

1. Go to www.photolife.co.nz

2. Click “Online Ordering”

3. Enter your secure Shoot Key Code. (Make sure you allow pop-ups on your browser for 
the payment process.)

4. Click “View All” to see all the packages available of your child’s photos.

PLACE YOUR ONLINE ORDER BY 8.00AM ON 28/11/2016 
TO RECEIVE FREE DELIVERY VIA THE SCHOOL.

Orders placed after this date will be delivered to your chosen address at an additional cost to you.

We have some ordering envelopes for families who cannot purchase online. 
You may pay directly to PhotoLife by Cheque or Credit Card only. 

NO CASH/EFTPOS PAYMENTS.
The LAST date for SCHOOL OFFICE orders is: 23/11/2016 

to ensure post arrives to PhotoLife before 8.00AM on 28/11/16.
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PTFA NEWS
GALA

We are looking for co-ordinators for the following areas: 
Food, Marketing, Volunteers. Please contact Karen Canning on Ph: 0210542172.

Plant and Produce would like any pots, containers, plant cuttings, seeds that you have spare. 
Please leave by the water tank behind Room 18. 

Any enquiries please call Tasha on Ph: 021 02729701.

2017 SCHOOL CALENDAR
We are still taking orders for the School Calendar. 

Please hand your order in at the school office, $10 per copy.

We welcome these students who started in our school recently, 
Hunter Drake, Sophie Garden, Kayla Houston, 
Chanrodhtanak Sean and Monyza Sngoun

ASB 
    HOME LOAN 
     PROMOTION

ASB School 
Banking 
Programme
If you wish to join the ASB 
School Banking Programme 
please collect an application 
form from the school office. 
New and existing ASB 
customers are welcome. 
Forms must be completed by 
the legal parent/guardian of 
the applicant.

WORKING BEE TO TAKE THE POOL DOWN

Can you help take the pool down on Saturday 3rd December? 
We are looking for helpers to start at 8:30am and 

we will finished by mid-morning!
Please let Mrs J know or leave your details at the school office.



!SCHOOL EVENTS – Term 4, 2016
Dates and times for events are subject to change.

  Please check this fortnightly newsletter for any changes.

November
 10     Swimming Rms 14, 15, 18, 4, 9
 11     Yr 6 Whangarei Intermediate enrolments - Orientation Day
 11     Swimming Rms 4, 14, 15, 18, 4
 11  1:30pm  School assembly led by Karaka
 14     Swimming, Rooms 9,11,14,15, 18
 14     Cricket
 16     Yr 6 Pompallier Catholic College enrolments - Orientation Day
 16     Swimming Rms 15 and 9
 16-18     Y3/4 E O T C
 17  7pm staffroom  Daughters, Mum, Aunties and Grandmother Evening
 17     Swimming Rms 18 and 11
 17-18     Y6 Retreat
 18     Swimming Rms 4 and 14
 22     Patrol Fun Day
 23     Sausage Sizzle $2, please order with class teacher on the day
 23     Cricket
 25     Mufti for Missions - gold coin donation to the class teacher
 27  10am   Sunday Whanau Mass – Puriri
 28     Ruakaka Beach Ed, Rooms 1 and 19
 29     Ruakaka Beach Ed, Rooms 16 and 13
 29     WPSSA Athletics
 29  7pm staffroom  BOT meeting
 30  11am   Choir to visit Radius Rimu Resthome.
 30  1:30pm  Reconciliation Yrs 4,5,6

December
 2     Last day for swimming
 2     Ruakaka Beach Ed, Rooms 10 and 20
 5  7pm Staffroom  BOT meeting     
 7  6pm   Nativity and Picnic
 8  1:30pm  Postponement Nativity - Church
 9  9am   Leavers Mass
 15  9am   Prize-giving
 15     Reports Home
 16  11am   Carols – Parish Hall
 16     School finishes for Term 4

2017 Gala Day, 
Saturday 18th March

Term Dates for 2016
Term Four:

Monday 10 October to 
Friday 16 December

Term Dates for 2017
Term One:

31 January to 13 April
Term Two:

1 May to 7 July
Term Three:

24 July to 29 September
Term Four:

16 October to 15 December



  

COMMUNITY NOTICES
KAMO GUIDE CLUB
Our Kamo Pippin & Brownie unit has spaces available for girls aged 5-9 years. Girl Guiding NZ, Ph: 0800 
22 22 92 visit www.girlguidingnz.org.nz or facebook/girlguidingnz. 

KAMO SWIMMING CLUB
2016/17 Season - Stroke Improvement lessons for children who can swim 10m in basic strokes without 
stopping. Held at Kamo High School Pool, Wilkinson Ave Kamo - Registration day Friday 4th 
November at KHS Pool, come and enrol.  Lessons start Monday 7th November at 4.30pm and thereafter 
Mondays & Fridays. Club nights also held regularly. High School students welcome - good opportunity to 
come & swim lengths and get stroke improvement tips and fitness in a relaxed environment.  Cost per 
swimmer only $85 for the season – very reasonable cost to ensure your child is swim safe and 
competent.  Contact Karena Nisbet – 027 470 7955. 

SCRAP’N’CHAT ALZHEIMER’S  FUNDRAISER 
Sat 26th November at the St Francis Parish Hall .Cost $15 ,BYO lunch, a grocery item for the 
raffle and your projects to work on . Morning and afternoon tea provided . All Crafters 
welcome.There will be Raffles,mini classes and a small trading table. Bookings essential.Please 
ring Kay 027 752 6062 . All profit going to Whangarei Alzeimers Society .    

SKATE CLASSES
Inline or roller skates. Fit - Fun - Fast. Fridays 3.30pm 116 Bank Street. Bring a friend for the full term and 
you’ll receive a $15 off your own term. Skatescool.co.nz or facebook

WHANGAREI INTERMEDIATE ORIENTATION DAY
The orientation day for our students is tomorrow, 11th November, 10am to 12.30pm.
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