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Tena koutou katoa.
Dear Parents, Caregivers and Friends of the school,

At St Francis Xavier Catholic School, when facing a decision, we often ask ourselves, “What would 
Jesus do?” Sometimes the answer becomes obviously clear and other times we have to delve a little 
deeper. 

Over recent years, schools have sometimes taken onboard responsibilities that are the role of 
parents. We are increasingly encouraging children to display good manners, say sorry and thank 
you, hello and goodbye. We are also encouraging them to play fairly and respect adults whether they 
be their parent, grandparent or teacher. So when a teacher or parent gives an instruction then there 
is an expectation it will be followed.

You, the parents, are your child’s first teacher.  At school, we continue to reinforce the good 
attiutudes, behaviours and expectations that you as parents have taught your child. It is our job to 
teach your child literacy, numeracy and other curriculum subjects. We also teach values, and the NZ 
Curriculum Key Competencies - some of which include “thinking, managing self, relating to others 
and participating and contributing.” 

It is a parent’s responsibility to get their children “school ready”, this means being organised, giving 
them lunch and arriving at school on time. Learning is a partnership between home and school and 
we are very keen to work with you to achieve the best for your child.

Because we are a Catholic school, we work alongside families to teach our children the Good News 
about God’s love for us all.

Class Placements 2018 
Placing your child in a class that will help your child to learn and reach their potential is our goal. 
Each year, a huge amount of time is given to the placement of children for the following school year. 
Consideration is always given to the intellectual, social, spiritual, physical and emotional 
development of the children.
Our Senior Leadership Team take this responsibility very seriously and we do our very best to match 
your child’s learning needs with the teacher and peers where they will achieve their best. I ask that 
you recognise the experience of the senior teachers and their ability to place children accordingly. If 
you are aware of any circumstances that may affect our decision-making, please advise either your 
child’s teacher, Mrs Jakicevich or Mrs Balks before Friday 3rd of November. Please note that the 
final decision regarding your child’s placement rests with the school. Once the school year starts 
your child will not be moved. 
If your child is not returning to St Francis Xavier Catholic School in 2018, please advise us as soon 
as possible.

Craig McKernan 
Principal
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Welcome back, it is great to see the children well rested and many obviously enjoyed their 
holidays.  We have a very busy term ahead. 

October the Month of the Rosary
For the first three weeks of this term, we will be praying a decade of the Rosary on Tuesday and 

Thursday mornings, at 9am, in the church. Children may bring their Rosary beads to help them 
pray. If you are able to come and join us please feel free to do so. 

Unfortunately, there are no more Rosary beads for sale, we have sold out.

DATE MYSTERY WHANAU

Thurs126th11
Oct

1st1Luminous1Mystery1–1The1Baptism1of1
Jesus1in1the1Jordan1River.

Kowhai

Tues131st1Oct1 1st1Glorious1Mystery1–1The1Resurrection Rimu
Thurs102nd11

Nov
All1Saints1Day/All1Souls1Day1Liturgy19am Karaka

Our next focus in Religious Education is on the Communion of Saints
Y1 focus is Mary.  As a Church, one of the ways we honour Mary, the greatest of Saints, is as  
the Mother of Jesus.  We reflect on how Mary’s holiness was magnified by her encounters with 
the holiness and power, the Tapu and Mana of God.
Y2 focus is Saints and Inspiring People.  Those officially declared by the Church to be 
Saints because of their virtues, the holiness of their lives are now with God.  They act as models 
for the members of the Church on earth, and are linked to them through prayer.  The saintliness 
of ordinary people can also inspire others and lead them to God.
Y3&4 focus is Life, Death and Christian Hope.  Suffering and death are part of life.  
Catholic beliefs about resurrection of the body and life after death provide meaning and a reason 
for hope.  The rituals of Catholic funerals and tangi provide consolation for the bereaved.  The 
Church encourages people to remember those who have died and to pray for them.
Y5 & 6 focus is Saints and Inspiring People.  Catholics believe in the Communion of 
Saints – the unity or community of all members of the Church, those now living, those who are 
with God in heaven, and those undergoing purification before entering into the fullness of life with 
God.  The living may pray to the saints for their intercession, and for those in Purgatory.  The 
living and the dead are all joined in praise of God.

Staff Reflections
Please be aware that on a Friday morning from 8:15 to 8:30 our teachers gather for prayer.  This 
is a lovely time for us to reflect together as a staff community.  This prayer time allows us to share 
our faith as one. 
While we are praying there is always a teacher rostered on playground duty and the office 
continues as normal.

Yours in Christ, 
Mrs Maria Wilson 
DRS - Director of Religious Studies



 

PTFA Raffle
All outstanding raffle books, sold or unsold, must be handed in to the school 

office immediately please. 
We would like to thank Gail and the team at JD’s very much for the 

generous prizes on offer this year.

CLASS FOOD
Recently, we have 
noticed that special 

treats such as cakes and 
sweets, are being brought to 
school to be shared with the 
whole class. 
We ask families to please resist 
this temptation as we 
acknowledge those among us who 
have food allergies and are unable 
to participate in this act of 
sharing. 
Many thanks for your 
support.

UNIFORM CHANGEOVER
As we head into Spring and Summer, the 
children can start wearing Summer 
uniform now. This means we can wear 
our BLACK ROMAN sandals instead of 
shoes and socks. (Please note these 
sandals are our uniform choice, NOT 
beach sandals or other styles.) Hats 
will be compulsory whilst playing 
outside and sunglasses are optional.
By the start of week 3 this term, all 
children must be in Summer uniform. 
Remember, we now have a shorts option 
for girls and the bucket hat is replacing 
the cricket style hat. If you have the older 
options, please do not purchase new - 
wear the old ones out!

ARRIVING AFTER 8.45AM
All children need to report to the school office if 
they arrive after school starts at 8.45am. Office 
staff will issue children with a late pass for the 
class teacher then electronically mark the child 
as present.

STUDENTS LEAVING 
DURING CLASS TIME
BEFORE COLLECTING YOUR CHILD: ALL 
parents and caregivers must report to the school 
office and collect a pass if you are collecting your 
child early or taking your child out briefly for an 
appointment. Please report back in at the office 
when your child returns after an appointment.  
If you have arranged for someone else to collect 
your child, who would NOT normally do so, 
please contact the school well in advance of their 
arrival otherwise we will need to call a parent/
caregiver to verify this arrangement BEFORE 
releasing your child.

After School 
Turbo Touch 

with 
Hayley-Jade!

Our fabulous Turbo Touch coach, 
Hayley-Jade, is offering a Turbo Touch 
module after school this term.
The five-week programme will be open to 
all SFX pupils (no other schools) on 
Thursday afternoons on the SFX field.
Games start 3:20pm and finish at 
4:20pm. The cost is $50 for 5 sessions.
Games begin on  Thursday 9th 
November.
All queries, registrations and payments 
to hayley.a@northlandrugby.co.nz
Please email Hayley to register by Mon 
6th November.
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School Photos
PhotoLife will issue shoot keys once all individual, 

class and sibling photos are ready for purchase. These shoot keys will be sent 
home with children approximately week four of this term.

SCHOOL ATTENDANCE DUES SPONSORSHIP SCHEME
The Attendance Dues Sponsorship Scheme - has been created to assist families who may need 
financial support with the payment of attendance dues, for students attending Catholic schools in 
Auckland Diocese, both primary and secondary.
The purpose of the sponsorship scheme is to allow parents or caregivers facing financial hardship 
another option to seek relief where they may be reluctant to approach their school for help. 
The existing financial hardship scheme – operated by your school – is also available to parents or 
caregivers facing hardship and we do encourage families facing financial difficulties  to please 
contact your school Office Manager, Deborah Rudolph. 
Application forms are available from school and parish offices, or can be down-loaded from the 
Catholic Schools Office Website: www.catholicschools.org.nz (go to Property and Finance / 
Finance / Attendance Dues)
If you have any queries or require assistance with the payment of attendance dues under the 
sponsorship scheme, you are invited to phone in confidence, Carol Krebs (Ph. 360 3069) at the 
Auckland Diocese office.
Applications to the sponsorship scheme for 2017 attendance dues will be accepted by the 
Auckland Common Fund Ltd up to November 2017.

We welcome Ben Alo, Christopher Antony, 
Ahramhis Granada,  Joel Morrison, Lucas Perry, 

Deanna Picknell, Greta Pool and Manasa Qereqeretabua
who started in our school recently.

Helping Save Lives
We are looking forward to a visit from More FM 

Northland’s John and Flash at 9.30am on November 9, where 
they will be launching the Northland Rescue Chopper’s latest 

children’s book.
John and Flash will read ‘Lima Leaps to the Rescue’ to the school and one of the real 

helicopters may even land on the rugby field.
There will be a stall with the book on sale at a special price of $10 just for us - a great 

Christmas present.
All proceeds will go to the Chopper’s annual fundraising appeal run by Northpower - with 

the aim of raising over $200,000 in public donations for the second year in a row! 
If any child or parent in our school community has been rescued by the Rescue helicopter 

please contact the school office or principal as soon as possible.
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Hi,$my$name$is$Emilia,$

I$really$want$to$make$sure$all$of$the$children$

of$Whangarei$get$a$Christmas$present.$Can$

you$help$us?$

We$need$donations$of$toiletries$or$wooden$

toys,$books,$even$stationery,$to$put$into$gift$

bags$to$send$to$Foster$kids$with$the$charity$

Foster$Hope$Northland.$

Gift$ideas$we'd$love$are$

pencils,$coloured$pencils,$

colouring$books/journals,$

toothbrushes,$

toothpaste,$hair$brushes,$hair$

ties$and$clips,$toiletry$sets$e.g.$

nice$creams,$shampoo$and$

conditioner$etc.$

Please$drop$off$any$donations$to$room$16.$

For$more$information$about$Foster$Hope$

Northland$visit$http://

www.fosterhope.org.nz/

MY PSALM
God my loving creator ....

I experience your creations when I .......
TOUCH   the blue lapping water as it 
pushes onto the sand.

SEE   the beautiful black and blue 
swallow as it glides across the river.

HEAR the sound of the soft bleating of 
the bouncy, new lamb.

SMELL the wonderful smell of the 
delicate crocus as it wafts up my nose.

TASTE the rich, creamy coconut milk as 
it slips down my throat.

Dayna de Bruin Adcock, 
Room 17 Year 3.

PTFA NEWS

Scholastic Book Fair
The$ PTFA$ is$ hosting$ a$ Scholastic$ Book$ Fair$ in$ our$ school$ ICT$
suite$ on$ Monday$ 20th,$ Tuesday$ 21st$ and$ Wednesday$ 22nd$
November.$ $ Parents$ are$ welcome$ to$ browse$ and$ purchase$
books$between$2.30$and$5.30pm$on$these$days.$$Books$range$in$
price$from$$4$W$ $20.$ $Eftpos$will$ be$available,$ no$cash$or$credit$
cards.$ $There$will$be$a$ 'School$Library$Wish$List'$for$parents$ to$
purchase$books$ and$donate$to$our$school$ if$ you$would$like$to.$$
This$ is$ a$ fantastic$opportunity$to$buy$ gifts$ for$Christmas!$ $Our$
school$ receives$ children's$ books$ and$ teaching$ resources$ as$ a$
reward$ for$selling$books$ at$the$fair,$ so$ please$do$ come$along$
and$ support$this$worthwhile$event.$ $Clifford$ the$Big$ Red$ Dog$
will$be$making$a$special$appearance$too!
I$look$forward$to$seeing$you$there.

God$Bless,
Serena Ross - Chairperson
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COMMUNITY NOTICES

CARING FOR NORTHLAND - SUMMER SAFETY DAY
When: 12 November. Where: Kensington Park. Time 10am - 1pm. Cost: FREE
Great prizes to be won. Emergency Services’ Demonstrations. Kids Combat Challenge. 
Come along for a free family fun day out.

CATHOLICS RETURNING HOME PROGRAMME
This is an invitation to all Catholics who may have drifted away from the Church to 

"Return Home For Christmas".
This programme is an open door welcome to Catholics who would like to catch up with the 

modern church.
This programme will be held at St Francis Xavier Church, corner Park Ave and Kamo Rd, 

(entrance off Park Ave) during November. 
For enquiries 

Phone: Parish Office 437-7902, Barry Smyth 437-5499 or Dora Hampton 437-5300.

KAMO CLUB HALLOWEEN JUNIOR DISCO
3 November 6pm to 8pm. Suitable for under 5s and primary school ages. $6 children’s meals 
available. Adult supervision and footwear required.  No cover charge but $1 & $2 raffles 
available for purchase. 

RUAKAKA LIFE SAVING - CLUB OPEN DAY AND JUNIOR SURF
Club Open Day and enrolment: Sunday 22nd October. Time: 10am to 12pm. Junior Surf new 
training hours 10.30am to 12pm start on Sunday 12th November.
Your kids will learn surf sports and water safety, have heaps of fun, make new friends and 
belong to an awesome club. Visit: www.ruakakalifeguards.co.nz/junior-surf for more 
information or contact Jeni Tamboer Ph: 0211340889 or Jaime Addy Ph: 021874472.

Term Dates for 2017
Term Four:

16 October to 15 December

Term Dates for 2018
Term One:

30 Jan to 13 April
Term Two:

30 April to 6 July
Term Three:

23 July to 28 Sept
Term Four:

15 Oct to 14 Dec

 School Timetable
  

8:45 – 10:25am   Morning session

  10:25 – 10.50am  Morning tea

  10.50am – 12:30pm Mid-morning session

  12:30  – 1:20pm  Lunch break

  1:20pm – 2:50pm  Afternoon session
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SCHOOL EVENTS 
Dates and times for events are subject to change.

  Please check this fortnightly newsletter for any changes.

October
! 31     Swimming Rooms 3, 4, 11, 13, 16, 17, 23
 31  9am   Rosary  led by Rimu
 31     Year 3 and 4 Cricket
 31  12:45pm  Pompallier Catholic College Leavers’ Mass
 31  7pm   BOT Meeting

November
! 1     Swimming Rooms 2,11, 13, 14, 16, 17, 23
 2     Swimming Rooms 5, 7, 8, 9, 10, 19, 21
 2     Cricket Yr 3 – 6
 2  9am   All Souls Day/Saints Day Liturgy led by Karaka
 3     Cricket Rain Day
 3     Year 6 Kamo Intermediate here
 7     Swimming Rooms 2, 7, 9, 10, 14, 19, 21
 8     Swimming Rooms 2, 5, 8, 9, 14,19, 21
 9  9:30am  Helicopter landing 
 9     Swimming Rooms 7 and 10
 10  1:30pm  School Assembly led by Kauri
 13-17     ERO visit
 14     Swimming Rooms 2, 5, 8, 9, 14, 19, 21
 15     Swimming Rooms 2, 5, 7, 8, 10, 14, 21
 16     Swimming Rooms 2, 5, 7, 8, 9, 10, 19
 17     Manaia View
 20 – 22 2:30 – 5:30pm  Scholastic Book Fair in the ICT Suite
 20     Year 6 Retreat
 21     Year 6 Retreat
 24  1:30 – 2:30  Reconciliation Years 4-6
 28     Athletic Champs
 29 – 1 Dec    Year 3 and 4 E. O. T. C
 30  1:30pm  Reconciliation Years 4,5,6
 30     Year 6 Orientation at Pompallier Catholic College 
 30   5:30   Maori Graduation Evening

December
! 1     Year 3 and 4 E. O. T. C   
 4     Year 6 Beach Ed
 5     Year 6 Beach Ed    
 5   7pm   BOT Meeting
 6     Year 6 Beach Ed
 6  6pm   Nativity Picnic
 7  9:30am  Postponement  Nativity and Picnic
 9   Pool to be disassembled – help needed – please see Mrs J
 11  9am   Leavers Mass
 12  11am   Kauri/Puriri Fun Day
 12  1:30pm  Karaka/Rimu Fun Day
 13  11am   Kowhai Fun Day
 14  9am   Final Assembly and Senior Prize-giving
 14     Reports Home
 15     Christmas Carols 
 15     School finishes for Term 4


