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Dear Parents, Caregivers and Friends of our School, 

All things considered there continues to be a good vibe in our school and children are working well. There are 
a significant number of students away and our office staff are working very hard to answer queries, take 
messages and make contact with family members. Please respect that we are doing our best to 
communicate with everyone and apply the Ministry of Health guidelines.  

It is now obvious that there are a number of Covid cases throughout the school but there are also some 
interesting trends. For example, there doesn’t appear to be any Covid spreading throughout a classroom. 
Rather, it seems that it is more common that children are picking up the virus from household members. As a 
consequence, our case numbers are still relatively low.  

We also attribute these numbers to you, our parent community, for being vigilant and keeping children at 
home when they are unwell. Please continue to do this.  
We have included in this newsletter a flow diagram to assist you in determining the isolation period if a 
member of your whanau has tested Covid positive. The isolation requirements are a little confusing so if you 
are in doubt, please give us a phone call. 

Please note that we will no longer be sending out a letter to families each time a child in your son / 
daughter’s class is unwell as almost every class in the school has now had a child with Covid.  All parents 
need to monitor their children for symptoms and take the necessary precautions. 

Waitangi Trip:  
Since our last newsletter the Year 5 and 6 students have 
been to Waitangi and they thoroughly enjoyed a tour of 
the Treaty grounds and an explanation of the Treaty.  
Circumstances permitting, we undertake this visit every 
second year so that all children have this experience 
before they leave St Francis Xavier Catholic School. 
There is more about this trip on pages three and four of 
the newsletter. 

Fun Fridays:  
With our heightened awareness of the world around us 
it’s easy to forget that school is still a fun place to be. 
We plan to celebrate our ‘funness’ with two events. 

•Next Friday the 1st of April, we are going to have a 
fun “CRAZY HAT DAY” where children and school 
staff will be encouraged to wear a different hat and 
decorate it how they wish. Paper hats, creative hats, 
weird hats, decorated hats are all fantastic. Help 
your child to join in and have a fun day!! 

•On the 8th of April we have a free “NO UNIFORM 
DAY” where children can wear their home clothes to 
school. It’s not a fund raiser, it’s a fun day and we all 
need to have fun. 

God bless you all, 

Craig McKernan 

mailto:office@sfx.school.nz
mailto:absent@sfx.school.nz


RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
“Faith in Christ Jesus is what makes each of you equal with each other”  Galatians 3:28 

This Sunday’s Readings: (Fourth Sunday of Lent) Joshua 5:9-12; 2 Corinthians 5:17-21; Luke 15: 1-3, 11-32 

Thought for the Week:  
Give up complaining —focus on gratitude. Give up pessimism —become an optimist. Give up discouragement —be full of hope. Give up 

bitterness —turn to forgiveness. Give up harsh judgments —think kindly thoughts. 

“Pope Francis wants to hear from you!”  
The bishops are using this direct papal message to invite people – Catholic or not – to take part in a survey for the 
ongoing international synod on the future direction of the Church. The survey is being advertised on Stuff and in social 
media such as Facebook, so you might see it pop up.   
Details including a link to the survey: https://www.catholic.org.nz/news/media-releases/synod-feedback/ 
 
4th Week Lent 
28th - 1st April 
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…to Kyla Drake who started at our school this week.

Pope Francis prayer 
intentions for APRIL 

For health care workers 
We pray for health care 
workers who serve the 

sick and the elderly, 
especially in the 

poorest countries; may 
they be adequately 

supported by 
governments and local 

communities.

5th Week Lent 
4th - 8th April 

4th Saint Isidore 
5th Saint Vincent Ferrer 
7th Saint John Baptist de la Salle 

Prayer for the 5th Week of Lent 
Tender and loving God, your gift of 
friendship lifts our hearts in hope and 
gratitude. Our relationship with you 
calls us to relationship with our 
friends and with all those in our 
community. Continue your friendship 
with us, Lord. Lift us up and keep us 
faithful in friendship to one another 
and that your healing ways may 
shine through in the world. AMEN.

Holy Week 
As part of our Holy Week celebration, the children will be offered a hot cross bun at 
interval.  If your child has any food allergies or does not want to receive a hot cross 
at interval, please inform your child’s teacher.  

First Communion and Sacramental Programme 2022 
Reconciliation, Confirmation and First Holy Eucharist. For baptised children who will 
be 8 years of age, or older by Easter 2022 (17 April). Enrolment forms are available 
from the Parish Office. The programme will begin shortly. Parents who have already 
enrolled will be contacted before the programme starting. Please contact the Parish 
Office for information. Thank you.  

An Upcoming Event 
Please come and join St Francis Xavier, Pompallier Catholic College staff and 
students and our  St Francis Xavier Parish community in praying the Stations of the 
Cross. 
When: Friday15 April at 10am 
Where:  St Francis Xavier Catholic School grounds 
We will pause at each station listen to a reflection and prayer and reflect on Christ’s 
Passion. 

Yours in Christ                                                                                                 
Mrs Maria Wilson 
DRS – Director of Religious Studies
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On Wednesday, 9th of March, my class went to Waitangi 
Treaty Grounds and we saw the world's biggest waka. It 

was made of 3 Kauri trees and it had seats for 129 
people. It had a face on the front of it. They called the waka 
Ngātokimatawhaorua. We could do something called a hongi 

with the carving at the front of the waka. We had the best 
day and it was great! 
By Alonzo, Room 18 

On Wednesday 9th of March we went to Waitangi and learnt about 
Busby House. In 1835, the Declaration of Independence was signed 

in Busby House. Surprisingly, the Treaty was signed outside on the 
lawn. While we were there, we got to see a cultural performance and 
we learned a lot about Māori culture. We visited the Whare Rūnanga. 

Waitangi, where the Treaty of Waitangi was signed, is a place of 
respect and reflection. 

By Taylor, Room 18

On Wednesday, we went to Waitangi. We went and saw 
Ngātokimatawhaorua, the largest war canoe in the world! 
The waka has a face carved into the front of it. 
Ngātokimatawhaorua is 35 metres long and was made out 
of 3 kauri trees. Ngātokimatawhaorua is the waka in our 
school pepeha. 
By Chloe, Room 18

Yr 5 & 6 Waitangi Trip

On our Waitangi trip, we saw some old waka.  Our instructor 
told us if we could push them out we could go for a paddle.  
The whole class were pushing a lot! - Lottie, Room 22 

In the marae, there were patterns and taniwha that would make 
it a special place for Maori - Layton, Room 22 
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One thing I found interesting was the 
waka.  It is over 80 tonnes and was 
made from 3 Kauri trees and took 
two years to build.  Its name is 
Ngātokimatawhaorua. It is a beautiful 
waka - Billie, Room 22

I found the Treaty House interesting.  The Treaty House was owned by 
James Busby.  He was sent there to settle things down so they created 
the Treaty of Waitangi - Noah, Room 22 

The Waitangi Museum is a special place because it tells stories.  These 
stories tell about treaty and NZ and the British - Caleb , Room 22 

The cabbage tree is edible.  You could strip the bark off it and roll it into 
little balls and eat it like a lolly or you can rip the inner leave off and eat 
the end of it.  The taste was like peanuts - Marabella, Room 22 

I found the Treaty House interesting.  The Treaty House was owned by 
James Busby.  He was sent there to settle things down so they created 
the Treaty of Waitangi - Noah, Room 22 



SFX/Marist Netball 2022  
Years 1-6 

The netball season is about to start again. We 
managed to play some great netball last year; 
the girls developed some wonderful skills and 
had a lot of fun.  
Fees are likely to be around $90.00 (to be 
confirmed).  The netball season begins at the 
start of Term 2, the week of 9th May. If you 
would like your child to play netball this season 
please register online as soon as possible, via 
the Sporty website;  www.sporty.co.nz/clubs.  
We usually only have 1 team at each year group 
and they may fill up very quickly.  Y1/2 teams 
will play on Monday afternoons, Y3-6 play 
matches on Saturday mornings.
To enable us to run lots of teams for your 
children, we must have coaches and managers 
for each team and for this we need your 
help, parents. We cannot do this without you. 
There are plenty of online courses and websites 
with ideas - you do not need to have played to 
coach young players, just be prepared to have 
some fun. If you are interested in helping, 
please indicate this on the registration form 
and I will make contact with you.   
Are you interested in sponsoring a Marist netball 
team? If so that would be fantastic too and most 
certainly appreciated. Again, this can be noted 
on the registration form.
Feel free to email or call me with any queries or 
ask Mrs Clegg at school.

Pamela  0275983222 or 
peterandpamelaplus4@gmail.com

2022 Football
Are you aged 9 « 13 years old 

and want to play football?
Muster day « 20 March 2022:

Grades 9/10 « 10.30am
Grades 11-13 « midday

Join us at Marist club rooms to start getting ready for the 2022 football 
season.  1 hour sessions.
Wear football gear including boots/shin pads and bring a water bottle! 
Check out our website and facebook pages for more info:
https://www.sporty.co.nz/marist
www.facebook.com/Marist-Football-Whangarei-127652507925371/

Time for Football!!!
Are you aged 4 « 8 years old and 

want to play football?
Register now via our website/facebook

pages below.  Also come along to our muster 
day at 9am on Sunday 20 March 2022 at 

Marist club rooms.
Wear football gear including boots/shin 

pads and bring a water bottle!

Seqson mp@lpm�U_�M@l]y�!@y�a_M�practice per week on Thursday from 4pm « 5pm at 
Kensington Park (KP) and all games played at KP from 8am to 9.30am each Saturday. 

Email: maristfootballwhangarei@gmail.com
Check out our website and facebook pages for more info:

https://www.sporty.co.nz/marist www.facebook.com/Marist-Football-Whangarei-127652507925371/

WHANAU NAMES 
This year, we have decided to change the 
names of the Whanau groups to reflect 

the new Local Curriculum.  
It is our goal for children to know more 

about local landmarks, histories and 
significant events of the past.  

We want children to build a sense of 
belonging and connectedness to the 

Whangarei area, and also increase their 
knowledge of the landmarks that form 

part of our school pepeha. 
Ko Parihaka te maunga 

Ko Hatea te awa 
Our new Whanau names are Parihaka, 

Hatea, Manaia, Kauika and Pukenui. 
We will include information about each of 
these places in the school newsletter in 

the coming weeks. 

Logo designed by Maddison MacMillan

Hatea whanau is named after the Hatea River, a significant land 
feature for Whangarei.  It begins as the Waitaua Stream which 
originates just north of Kamo.  It then flows southeast through 
Tikipunga and over Whangarei Falls, before flowing through Mair 
Park into Whangarei Harbour. The name ‘Hatea’ derives from a type 
of pounamu/greenstone, a prized possession of maori tupuna. 
Hatea has milky, creamy brown swirls through it, which is evident if 
you observe the river when the tide is coming in or out. Hatea River 
was an important trading area for early Māori who set up temporary 
campsites from Pīhoi pā (where the present-day courthouse and 
Laurie Hall carpark is) down to the riverside.  They came from all 
over the north to gather their kai moana and trade.   The river also 
provided water access for early settlers and traders. The ‘Town 
Basin’ on the Hatea River is the site of the original port where early 
exports included kauri gum and native timber, followed later by coal 
from Whau Valley, Kamo, and Hikurangi.

http://www.sporty.co.nz/clubs
tel:0275983222
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SCHOOL EVENTS 
Dates	and	times	for	events	are	subject	to	change.	

            Please check this fortnightly newsletter for any changes.  

March 
25th Swimming Room 17 Leave at 9:00am Lesson at 9:15am Room 4 Leave at 9:30am Lesson at 9:45am 
   Room 15 Leave at 10:00am Lesson at 10:15am Room 23 Leave at 10:30am Lesson at 10:45am 
   Room 19 Leave at 11:00am Lesson at 11:15am Room 11Leave at 11:30am Lesson at 11:45am  
29th Swimming Room 17 Leave at 9:00am Lesson at 9:15am Room 4 Leave at 9:30am Lesson at 9:45am 
   Room 15 Leave at 10:00am Lesson at 10:15am Room 23 Leave at 10:30am Lesson at 10:45am 
   Room 19 Leave at 11:00am Lesson at 11:15am Room 11Leave at 11:30am Lesson at 11:45am 
April 

1st   Crazy Hat Day 
1st Swimming Room 17 Leave at 9:00am Lesson at 9:15am Room 4 Leave at 9:30am Lesson at 9:45am 
   Room 15 Leave at 10:00am Lesson at 10:15am Room 23 Leave at 10:30am Lesson at 10:45am 
   Room 19 Leave at 11:00am Lesson at 11:15am Room 11Leave at 11:30am Lesson at 11:45am 
5th Swimming Room 17 Leave at 9:00am Lesson at 9:15am Room 4 Leave at 9:30am Lesson at 9:45am 
   Room 15 Leave at 10:00am Lesson at 10:15am Room 23 Leave at 10:30am Lesson at 10:45am 
   Room 19 Leave at 11:00am Lesson at 11:15am Room 11Leave at 11:30am Lesson at 11:45am 
8th   Free Non Uniform Day 
8th Swimming Room 17 Leave at 9:00am Lesson at 9:15am Room 4 Leave at 9:30am Lesson at 9:45am 
   Room 15 Leave at 10:00am Lesson at 10:15am Room 23 Leave at 10:30am Lesson at 10:45am 
   Room 19 Leave at 11:00am Lesson at 11:15am Room 11Leave at 11:30am Lesson at 11:45am 
12th Swimming Room 17 Leave at 9:00am Lesson at 9:15am Room 4 Leave at 9:30am Lesson at 9:45am 
   Room 15 Leave at 10:00am Lesson at 10:15am Room 23 Leave at 10:30am Lesson at 10:45am 
   Room 19 Leave at 11:00am Lesson at 11:15am Room 11Leave at 11:30am Lesson at 11:45am 

WINTER 
ATHLETICS - 
Harriers Athletics 
Whangarei Club 
We run different 
courses every 
Saturday at 
1.45pm from April 
to October.  It is 
only about $80-
$130 to join and 
this includes the 
summer Athletics 
Club season also, 
and use of the 
track during 
summer. 
First run: Sat 9th 
April at 1:45pm at 
our Park Ave 
Clubrooms. Come 
along for a couple 
of free runs to 
trial. 
  
For more details 
phone Robyn on 
021 468 323 or 
Oringa on  
021 024 29890. 


