St Francis Xavier Catholic School
To Love, To Learn and To Serve
Kia Aroha, Kia Akona, Kia Aro Atu
No.5 Term 1 Rāpare-Thursday 7th April-Paenga-whāwhā 2022
Dear Parents, Caregivers and Friends of our School,
It’s not everyday you see a dinosaur working at the Principal’s desk!
Along with Mr. McKernan, we wore our hats to celebrate a ‘crazy hat day’.
It almost felt like a Gala Day, with Jump Jam on the courts kicking the morning oﬀ, music and laughter
filling the school grounds, and children wearing vivid, colourful creations on their heads. Thank you for
making the day so memorable.

As we move towards
Holy Week, we are reminded to be truly thankful
for each day. Classes will be setting up the
Stations of the Cross around the school grounds,
where we will remember and pray about the
special events leading up to Holy Week.
On Tuesday, our Year 5 and 6 students will participate in a walk around the
Hatea Loop, praying for peace across the world with special focus on the
people of Ukraine.
On a diﬀerent note, we wish to advise our school community that Mr. McKernan will be on leave until
the middle of next term. We extend to Mr. McKernan a full and speedy recovery.
As this is the last school newsletter for the term, we take this opportunity to wish you and your
whanau a blessed and Holy Easter.
Take care and be safe.
Nga mihi nui,

Tomorrow is our next ‘Friday Fun Day’ a free non uniform day.

Tracey Balks - Deputy Principal
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

“Faith in Christ Jesus is what makes each of you equal with each other” Galatians 3:28
This Sunday’s Readings:
(PALM SUNDAY OF THE PASSION OF THE LORD) Isaiah 50:4-7; Philippians 2:6-11; Luke 22:14- 23:56
Thought for the Week:

Give up complaining —focus on gratitude. Give up pessimism —become an optimist. Give up discouragement —be full of hope.
Give up bitterness —turn to forgiveness. Give up harsh judgements —think kindly thoughts.

“Pope Francis wants to hear from you!”
The bishops are using this direct papal message to invite people – Catholic or not – to take part in
a survey for the ongoing international synod on the future direction of the Church. The survey is
being advertised on Stuff and in social media such as Facebook, so you might see it pop up.
Details including a link to the survey: https://www.catholic.org.nz/news/media-releases/synodfeedback/
11th - 14th April-Holy Week
The Paschal candle represents Christ, the Light of the World. You see it at the front of the church.
The candle is lit during the Easter Vigil on Holy Saturday night in Holy
week.
The pure beeswax of which the candle is made represents the sinless
Christ. The wick signifies His humanity, the flame, His Divine Nature,
both soul and body.
Five grains of incense inserted into the candle in the form of a cross
recall the aromatic spices with which His Sacred Body was prepared
for the tomb, and of the five wounds in His hands, feet, and side.
Holy Week
As part of our Holy Week celebration, the
children will be offered a hot cross bun at
interval. If your child has any food allergies or
does not want to receive a hot cross at interval,
please inform your child’s teacher.
First Communion and Sacramental
Programme 2022
Reconciliation, Confirmation and First Holy
Eucharist. For baptised children who will be 8
years of age, or older by Easter 2022 (17 April).
Enrolment forms are available from the Parish
Office. The programme will begin shortly. Parents
who have already enrolled will be contacted
before the programme starting. Please contact
the Parish Office for information. Thank you.
I hope you all have a blessed Easter and a safe,
happy holiday. I look forward to seeing you all in Term 2!
Yours in Christ
Mrs Maria Wilson DRS – Director of Religious Studies
…to Keegan Salis who started at our school last week.
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WHANAU NAMES
This year, we have decided to change the names of the Whanau groups to reflect the new Local Curriculum.
It is our goal for children to know more about local landmarks, histories and significant events of the past.
We want children to build a sense of belonging and connectedness to the Whangarei area, and also increase their
knowledge of the landmarks that form part of our school pepeha.
Ko Parihaka te maunga
Ko Hatea te awa
Our new Whanau names are Parihaka, Hatea, Manaia, Kauika and Pukenui.
We will include information about each of these places in the school newsletter in the coming weeks.

PARIHAKA WHANAU
Parihaka Whanau is named after Mt Parihaka. Overlooking Whangarei, Mt Parihaka is an iconic landmark
for Northland. Once an ancient volcano, Parihaka was a powerful and important pā site for pre-European
Māori. Its position, with a view of surrounding land as well as the harbour, meant local iwi and hapu were
able to see any approaching groups who may have intended to attack. Parihaka is considered to be the
largest known pā in New Zealand. In recent years, it has become a popular spot for recreation, hiking,
trail runs and even exploring glow worm caves, however, its history remains. To this day we can still see
the kumara pits and other remnants of traditional Māori life.

BMX Wizz
On Sunday Oliver Maich-Jewell and his family
woke up at 5:00am in the morning to go down to
Auckland for a BMX day. If you're curious to know
what BMX stands for, it means Bicycle Motor
Cross.
Oliver felt really excited because BMX is his
favourite sport. When he got to the venue he
realised the ramp wasn’t as steep as the one in
Whangarei. Interestingly, he had 10 races and
came 4th in all his races, except the last one.
Oliver, really liked the adventure and can’t wait for
another BMX race.
Congratulations Oliver – we are very proud of you.
SCHOOL ATTENDANCE DUES
FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE
Financial assistance is available to assist families who may need financial support with the payment of Attendance
Dues for preference students attending both primary and secondary Catholic schools in Auckland Diocese.
Families facing financial difficulties can contact their school office, their Parish Priest, or Auckland Common Fund Ltd at
the Catholic Diocese of Auckland on 09-360-3069 for further information.
Application forms for this assistance are available from school and parish offices, or can be downloaded from the
Catholic Diocese of Auckland Website:
https://www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/catholic-schools-2/
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HOLIDAY PROGRAMMES

THANK YOU

Thank you for your support in sending
Yummy Stickers to school throughout the
year. With the Yummy Stickers we
gathered last year we have been able to
purchase some wonderful new sports
equipment for our school PE shed and
our children are now enjoying these items
during their lunchtime breaks. We were
able to buy new basketballs, netballs,
rugby balls, volleyballs, and hula hoops
which are proving to be very popular with
our children. Our juniors are also
enjoying having new rainbow balls in
their classes. Your generosity has also
enabled us to gift sports
equipment to St Vincent de
Paul and Women's Refuge
and they are very grateful
for these gifts to share out
into the community.

SCHOOL EVENTS
Dates and times for events are subject to change.
Please check this fortnightly newsletter for any changes.

April

8th
8th

Free Non Uniform Day

14th

Room 17 Leave at 9:00am Lesson at 9:15am
Room 15 Leave at 10:00am Lesson at 10:15am
Room 19 Leave at 11:00am Lesson at 11:15am
9:30am-2:30pm Cricket Festival at Kensington Park
Swimming
Room 17 Leave at 9:00am Lesson at 9:15am
Room 15 Leave at 10:00am Lesson at 10:15am
Room 19 Leave at 11:00am Lesson at 11:15am
Holy Thursday - Last day of term one

May
2nd

8:45 am

11th
12th

Swimming

Term two begins

Room 4 Leave at 9:30am Lesson at 9:45am
Room 23 Leave at 10:30am Lesson at 10:45am
Room 11Leave at 11:30am Lesson at 11:45am
Room 4 Leave at 9:30am Lesson at 9:45am
Room 23 Leave at 10:30am Lesson at 10:45am
Room 11Leave at 11:30am Lesson at 11:45am

