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Dear	Parents,	Caregivers	and	Friends	of	our	School,	
		
We	started	the	school	year	with	Covid	restric;ons,	no	assemblies	and	no	large	gatherings	but	this	coming	
week	we	finish	with	the	junior	school	na;vity,	prize	giving	and	final	assembly.	What	could	be	beDer	than	
being	able	to	meet	as	a	whole	school	community	again?	
		
As	Christmas	fast	approaches,	we	are	reminded	of	the	real	reason	that	we	celebrate	this	very	special	;me	
of	the	year.	It	is	not	all	about	the	presents	and	Father	Christmas	(although	this	s;ll	holds	a	lot	of	appeal),	
but	it	is	to	celebrate	the	birth	of	Jesus.	At	our	Catholic	school	the	children	have	been	busy	preparing	for	
this	special	;me	through	Advent.	A	Chris;an	;me	to	reflect	and	prepare	for	the	coming	of	Jesus	Christ.		
It	is	a	;me	when	we	all	need	to	take	a	breath	and	reflect	on	the	meaning	for	the	season.	
		
The	end	of	the	school	year	is	also	an	opportunity	for	us	to	acknowledge	the	work	of	some	of	our	fabulous	
colleagues	and	thank	them	for	the	contribu;on	that	they	have	made	at	St	Francis	Xavier	Catholic	School.		
I	therefore	take	this	opportunity	to	thank	Mrs	Michelle	MaDhews	for	her	fabulous	work	as	a	New	Entrant	
teacher	while	she	has	been	with	us.	Michelle	has	a	wealth	of	experience	and	she	has	assisted	many	of	our	
children	as	they	have	transi;oned	from	Early	Childhood	to	St	Francis	Xavier.	We	wish	her	all	the	very	best	
as	she	moves	to	Maunu	School.	
We	also	congratulate	and	thank	Miss	Hannah	Gee.	Hannah,	while	also	being	a	support	staff	worker,	has	
successfully	completed	her	teaching	degree.	She	has	been	appointed	to	a	teaching	posi;on	at		
Kamo	Primary	which	is	a	fabulous	opportunity	for	her.		
Recently	we	appointed	Mrs	Sharyn	Smith	and	Mrs	Carika	de	Wet	to	permanent	posi;ons	at	our	school.	
Both	teachers	are	currently	working	for	us	but	we	congratulate	them	on	their	success.	
I	also	wish	to	announce	that	Ms	Jennie	Dean	will	be	Ac;ng	Principal	in	Term	1	next	year,		
Mrs	Glenys	Jakicevich	and	Mrs	Tracey	Balks	will	be	suppor;ng	Jennie	in	this	role.		I	have	been	fortunate	to	
have	been	granted	a	sabba;cal	for	the	term	so	I	look	forward	to	rejoining	the	team	in	Term	2.		
		
As	this	is	our	final	newsleDer	for	2022,	I	want	to	take	this	opportunity	to	thank	you	all	for	your	support	
and	to	wish	you	God’s	blessings	this	Christmas.	I	especially	want	to	wish	our	depar;ng	families	and	the	
Year	6	children	every	success	for	the	future.	
Despite	the	ongoing	challenges	that	Covid	has	presented,	we	have	had	yet	another	very	successful	year	
and	the	future	looks	very	bright.	
		
                           God Bless you, your whanau and friends this Christmas 
		

Craig	McKernan	
Principal 

              St Francis Xavier Catholic School 
       To Love, To Learn and To Serve 

       Kia Aroha, Kia Akona, Kia Aro Atu 

    No.4 Term 4 Wednesday 7th December 2022
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Religious Education 
This Sunday’s Readings: 

 (Third Sunday of Advent) Isaiah 35:1-6, 10; James 5:7-10; Matthew 11:2-11 

Thought For The Week: 
"May this Advent season be a time for bringing hope, transformation and fulfilment into the Advent of our lives" 

  

*The Jesse Tree  
The Jesse tree helps us connect the custom of decorating our Christmas trees to the events 
leading to Jesus’ birth. The Jesse tree is named from Isaiah 11:1: “A shoot shall come out of the 
stock of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots.” Jesse was the father of King David. We 
adorn a Jesse tree with illustrated ornaments that represent the people, prophesies, and events 
leading up to the birth of Jesus. The ornaments of the Jesse tree tell the story of God in the Old 
Testament, connecting the Advent season with the faithfulness of God across four thousand 
years of history. 

  

*Leavers Mass 
Our Year Six Leavers Mass (which involves the whole 
school), will be on  
Monday 12th December in the church, starting at 9:15am. 

*Final School Assembly 
Our Final School Assembly, (Year 6 Prize Giving), which most of the school attends, will be on  
Wednesday 14th December in the church, commencing at 9:15am. 
  
*Ash Wednesday 2023 
Ash Wednesday is on Wednesday 22nd February 2023.  Please note this date on your calendars.  We will begin our Lenten 
journey with a school Mass at 9am. 
  
Please keep checking the events sheet in the newsletter to keep up to date with school events. 
  
Finally, I would like to thank you all for your support throughout the year.   
I wish you all a very Merry Christmas and all Christ’s blessings for the New Year. 
  
Kia tau te rangimārie ki ā kōrua (peace be with you) 

Yours in Christ                                                                   
Mrs Maria Wilson 
DRS – Director of Religious Studies 
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This morning, the Junior School shared 
the Nativity story in our church. Songs 
of joy, peace and love were heard, as 
angels, shepherds, people from many 
lands, wise men, Mary and Joseph, told 
this very special Christmas story.   

A huge thank you to everyone involved 
in the making of this prayerful 
production.  
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Year 3 & 4 Reotahi and Goat Island Trips 

Over the last couple of weeks all students in Year 3 & 4 took part in an Experiencing Marine Reserves learning 
programme. Students in these classes had been learning about caring for our Marine Environment and were able 
to gain a greater understanding of their learning when they visited two marine reserves - Reotahi, which is near 
McLeod's Bay and Goat Island, New Zealand's oldest marine reserve, which is near Leigh.  
  
The Experiencing Marine Reserves (EMR) programme specialises in marine education and it helps 
empower schools, communities, and individuals by providing hands-on experiences in the ocean. 

Year 6 Beach Ed 
During Week 7, the Y6 students visited Ruakaka Beach to learn about water and sun safety. The lifeguards 
have inspired us to become one of them and save lives too. All the games we played taught us to be safe.  In 
one activity, we used life-saving tubes to rescue and keep our friends safe. We had the opportunity to observe 
all the gear our lifeguards use every day, like boats, resuscitation equipment, a new jetski and rescue tubes. 
If you stay between the flags, that will help the lifeguards and give them the greatest chance of helping you. 
Guess how many people have drowned or passed while taking a dip between the flags? None! That was a 
very important and relieving fact to know. 
Our groups have learnt thoroughly about rips and about the three main Rs if you are caught in one: 
1. Relax 2. Raise 3. Ride.  
We are very grateful to the Surf Lifesavers for sharing their passion and knowledge with us. 
Written by Madison M, Indy and Kierra.
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Year 5 & 6 Story of Whangarei  
 Over the past two months, Ms Malone has been working with the teachers and students of our  

Year 5 and 6 students to present a video that is the students creative interpretation on  
“The Birds Eye View” of the Legend of Reitu and Reipae, incorporating our school whanau groups.  

The video was made as a consequence of us being unable to stage our Year 5 and 6 production. 
Today, we invite you to enjoy this special piece of work with your children.  

Please click onto the link Birds eye view   to see what our film stars have to offer.  

SFX Book Amnesty is on again…… 
Please look for any journal books, readers or library books at home or in school bags. We are doing our annual 

stocktake and need all books to be returned as soon as possible. 

Lost Property 
Please, please, please come and look through the lost property in the foyer at the end of room 1.  

There are mountains of un-named and un-claimed items, including sandals. All lost property that is not claimed 
will go to our uniform pool at the end of the year.  

School Accounts 
Thank you to all who have paid their child's school account in full or have an on-going automatic payment in place.   

Please continue this until the account is paid.  Unfortunately, for those with an outstanding balance, you will received a 
friendly reminder from our Auckland Catholic Diocese. If there is no alternate arrangement made with us, this may result in  

overdue accounts being sent to Debtworks NZ Ltd for default listing at credit reporting agencies.  

 School Reports 

Over the past few weeks, teachers have been busy completing your child’s end of year school report. The reports will 
be sent home on Wednesday 14th December.  

Enclosed with the report will be an introductory letter from your child’s 2022 teacher and a class stationery list. Please 
read on for further stationery details. 

Ordering School Stationery for 2023 
This year, our school stationery is Northland (Baigent’s) Office Products Depot (OPD)  

The stationery will be available for purchase  in store and on line from the 14th December 2022. 

• Go to www.nzschoolshop.co.nz 

• Start entering our school into the search field and select from the options that appear. 

• Follow the instructions and prompts on how to order. 

• If you have another child at a different school, you can simply add another school and student to the same order.  

• While the site allows you to adjust the quantity of any item, the lists are approved by the school and are the minimum 
mandatory requirements for the school year. 

• The pricing has been negotiated by the school to get your family the best rate. 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__drive.google.com_file_d_1Fh-2Dr-5FfAc766-2DE4qu1dr-5F4kbyULtZqYOC_view-3Fusp-3Dsharing&d=DwQFaQ&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=v0mxCYb6Ohy-hBp5neMlDILubrvjnBN3zCy7Awf3Sn4&m=2gwsQhBpwgCpwoH-Bsn6UuXqDPQtrd1MFT269Sh5hVRVQyoYLZykbLvKEyWWx2Ik&s=ZjhnFwXk-cTjg1agn5sjo8lUTp7xXxJzDX5rqlDRf90&e=
http://www.nzschoolshop.co.nz
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SCHOOL EVENT 
        Dates	and	times	and	events	are	subject	to	change.	

								Please	check	this	fortnightly	newsletter	for	any	changes.		

DECEMBER 
7th 1:30-2:30pm He Kākano Programme - Session Three 

7th  9:30am Nativity for parents  
8th 5:30pm Choir singing at Hatea Loop Run 
12th 9:15am Leavers Mass 
14th 9:15am Senior Prize giving 
16th 12:30pm Last Day of Term 4 - School closes at 12:30pm 

JANUARY 
31st  8:45am Start of Term One 
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2023 Term Dates
Term One:

31st January to 6th April
term Two:

26th April to 30th June
term Three:

17th July to 22 September
term Four:

9th October to 15th December TBC

Thank you so much to the families that have sponsored  
the extras for our sausage sizzles!  

With these extra sponsors alongside the generous sponsorship from  
Whangarei Gourmet Meats, every dollar we make on  

sausage sizzle days gives back to the school and our children.  

Have a safe and very happy Christmas with your whanau and friends. 
Enjoy the summer break. 

From your school PTFA  

The Gringe of Christmas has been 

spotted riding around  our school this 

week creating lots of Christmas spirit 

and joy. 
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Ray White Hatea Loop Run - Choir Event 
Unfortunately the Hatea Loop Run Choir Event which was 

to take place tomorrow evening has been postponed  

until February. 
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