
              St Francis Xavier Catholic School

       To Love, To Learn and To Serve


       Kia Aroha, Kia Akona, Kia Aro Atu


    Term 3 No:1  Wednesday 26th July 2023

Dear	Parents,	Caregivers	and	Friends	of	our	school,

Over	the	past	year	we	have	talked	a	great	deal	about	the	development	of	the	school	landscape	and	
playground	plan.	We	have	also	been	fundraising	hard	and	we	sincerely	thank	you	for	your	efforts	to	support	
this.


Today,	we	would	like	to	share	with	you	some	photographs,	plans	and	ideas	that	we	have	for	the	new	space.	
It	has	been	over	twenty	five	years	since	our	existing	playground	area	was	built	so	we	are	well	due	for	a	
refurbishment.


The	new	development	will	include	an	inclusive	play	area	for	pupils	with	physical	disabilities,	a	new	junior	
playground,	a	large	meeting	space	named	Te	Manawa,	inclusive	of	a	new	shade	structure	and	artificial	turf.	
We	would	really	like	to	include	some	seating	and	a	stage	area	if	we	have	enough	funds	to	do	so.


The	space	will	occupy	the	area	where	the	current	junior	playground	is	plus	the	area	where	the	Phys	Ed	shed	
is	and	the	area	behind	the	library.	New	paths,	drainage	and	gardens	will	be	included.
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Te	Manawa

Library

Inclusive	Playground

New	Playground

The	equipment The	location The	picture

A	spinner Inclusive	play	area

4	metre	high	climbing	tower Inclusive	play	area

Playtop	soft	matting	 Inclusive	play	area
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Vision Statement 

“Uniting through Christ, Embracing Mana, Enhancing Futures.”


Motto

To Love, To Learn, To Serve - Kia Aroha, Kia Akona, Kia Aro Atu 


Artificial	grass Junior	playground	and	Te	Manawa	
meeting/playground	space

Games Te	Manawa	space

Junior	Playground Junior	Playground	space

Shade	structure Te	Manawa	space

Seating	and	decking Te	Manawa	space

As	this	is	a	significant	project	we	will	need	to	continue	to	fundraise.	If	you	are	able	to	help	us	raise	some	
funds	or	have	any	ideas	that	may	assist	the	Board	of	Trustees	we	would	welcome	your	input.

Matariki	day:

What	a	fantastic	day	we	had	yesterday!

It	was	so	wonderful	to	see	so	many	parents	and	other	family	members	come	along	to	support	their	children	
and	see	the	work	that	was	being	done	in	the	classrooms.	

Shade	sails:

During	the	holidays,	contractors	removed	the	shade	sails	over	the	junior	playground	for	us.	If	you	are	
interested	in	having	one	of	the	10m	x	5m	sails	then	please	contact	the	school	office.		A	koha	would	be	
appreciated.

PTFA	Meeting:

Please	note	that	the	PTFA	meeting	which	was	to	be	held	tonight	(Wednesday)	has	been	postponed	until	the	
16th	of	August.

Staff-only	Day:

Please	note	that	the	school	will	be	closed	on	Friday	August	25th	so	that	teachers	can	attend	a

curriculum	development	day.	


Special	blessings	to	all	our	wonderful	grand-parents.		I	urge	you	to	read	what	Mrs.	Wilson	has	written	in	
the	newsletter	about	St.	Anne	and	St.	Joachim.		If	you	are	luckier	enough	to	have	grand-parents	in	your	
life,	treasure	their	wisdom	and	their	aroha.		Grand-parents	are	a	taongā.


Ngā	mihi	nui


Craig McKernan
Principal



Religious Education

This Sunday’s Readings: (Eleventh Sunday of Ordinary Time)


 Exodus 19: 2-6; Romans 5: 6-11; Matthew 9: 36-10:8

Thought For The Week:


“When you have received Him, stir up your heart to do Him homage, speak to Him about your spiritual life, gazing upon 
Him in your soul where He is present for your happiness; welcome Him as warmly as possible, and behave outwardly in 

such a way, that your actions may give proof to all of His Presence.” – St. Francis de Sales.

Welcome back, it is great to see the children and hear all about their activities in the holidays.


This Sunday’s Readings: (Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time) 1 Kings 3:5,7-12; Romans 8:28-30; Matthew 
13:44-52


Thought For The Week: “And I will still be carrying you when you are old. Your hair will turn grey, and I will 
still carry you. I made you, and I will carry you to safety.”


Non-Uniform Days in Term 3 

Our next Non-Uniform Day is Thursday 24th August with your gold coin donation going to the Cancer 
Foundation.  Please wear something yellow!! 

 

Our Bring a Can, Non-Uniform Day is on Friday 08th September.   Please bring an item(s) of non-perishable 
food on this day.  These will be given to St Vincent de Paul and Soul Food.  


Many of the images of Saint Joachim and Anne, the Mother of Mary and of course 
the grandparents of Jesus, depict a loving couple.  At one time, July 26 was the feast 
of St. Anne only, but in the new calendar, the two feasts of the parents of Mary are 
celebrated together. According to early writings 170, Joachim was a prominent and 
respected man who had no children. In answer to Anne’s and Joachim’s prayers, 
Mary was born and was dedicated to God at a very early age.

In many countries Grandparents Day is celebrated. The feast of Saint Anne and 
Joachim is a wonderful opportunity for us to also celebrate our Grandparents Icon by 
Maria Diaz, San Francisco


                                     

A significant feast day is on Sunday 06 August. The Transfiguration. Jesus and three of his 
apostles, Peter, James and John, go to a mountain. On the mountain, Jesus begins to shine 
with bright rays of light. Then the prophets Moses and Elijah appear next to him, and he 
speaks with them. Jesus is then called "Son" by God the Father. The Transfiguration is one of 
the five major milestones in the gospel story of the life of Jesus, the others being his 
Baptism, Crucifixion, Resurrection, and Ascension.

 


 Yours in Christ                                                                                                

Mrs Maria Wilson
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Vision Statement 

“Uniting through Christ, Embracing Mana, Enhancing Futures.”




Welcome	to	Madison	Baker,	Phaula	Caubat,	Daniella	and	Sebastian	Hanekom,	
Aidan	John,	Liyana	Randunu	Pedige,	Aathish	Thiruchchelvam	and	Jack	Uy	who	
have	started	in	our	school	this	term.	We	hope	that	you	are	enjoying	your	new	
school	and	community.	

Vision Statement 

“Uniting through Christ, Embracing Mana, Enhancing Futures.”


Motto
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Uniform Reminder 

At SFX  we take pride in how we wear our school uniform. Just a reminder that if your hair is touching your shoulders it 
needs to be tied up with a black or blue hair tie. Hair must be of natural colour and well groomed. Only plain studs are to 
be worn for pierced ears. Special Character Taonga or neck chain are permitted. Rings, bangles, make up and nail 
varnish are not part of our uniform. 


Remember that we also have our second hand uniform forms in the office if you are in need of any winter uniform items. 
Unfortunately we are very low in sizes for our senior children.  

We have noticed that a lot of the sweatshirts in the second-hand pool have the child's name written right across the 
inside of the collar. If you could name sweatshirts on the white tag, it is much easier to re-name when another family 
purchases it. Thank you for naming all your clothes!


   School Cross 
Country


10th August - Rain date 17th August 

We	are	looking	forward	to	our	cross	country	this	year.	It	is	coming	
up	quicker	than	we	know	it.	The	children	are	training	daily	at	school	
for	this	event.	

The	cross	country	is	taking	place	at	Kensington	Park.	The	children	
will	need	to	remember	to	bring	their	full	school	sports	uniform,	
polar	fleece	jumper	and	a	drink	bottle.


The	best	senior	runners	will	qualify	to	go	through	to	represent	our	
school	at	Barge	Park	on	the	31st	August.	


Parents	are	welcome	to	come	and	watch	and	cheer	on	the	children.


We	do	need	
helpers	on	the	day.	
If	you	are	able	to	
help	with	

marshalling,	place-getters,	warming	
up	the	runners	or	recorders	please	
contact	Mrs	J	at	glenys@sfx.school.nz		


mailto:glenys@sfx.school.nz


  SCHOOL EVENTS

                   Dates and times for events are subject to change. 


                   Please check this fortnightly newsletter for any	changes.

JULY


17th	 8:45am	 	 Term 3 starts


25th                	 	 SFX Matariki Day


28th	 1:30pm	 	 School Assembly led by Parihaka


AUGUST

2nd	 	 	 PTFA Sausage Sizzle

3rd	 5:45pm	 	 BoT Meeting

8th                     	 	 Feast of St Mary of the Cross McKillop

10th 	 	 	 SFX Cross Country

11th 	              	 	 Yr 6 Youth Summit

15th       1:30pm  	 	 Feast of Assumption Mass


16th 	 	 	 PTFA Meeting

17th	 	 	 Postponement date for SFX Cross Country

23rd	 	 	 PTFA Sausage Sizzle


23rd	 1:30pm	 	 He Kākano 1st visit


24th 	                 	 Non-uniform Day for Daffodil Day - Gold Coin

25th	 	 	 Staff-only Day - School Closed

30th	 	 	 WPSSA Cross Country


30th	 1:30pm	 	 He Kākano 2nd visit


SEPTEMBER

1st	 1:30pm	 	 Father’s Day Liturgy


6th	 1:30pm 	 	 He Kākano 3rd visit


7th	 5:45pm	 	 BoT Meeting	 

8th	 	 	 Non-uniform Day - Bring a Can - Non-Perishable

13th	 	 	 PTFA Sausage Sizzle


13th	 	 	 Vision/Hearing tests for New entrants and transfers


13th	 1:30pm	 	 He Kākano 4th visit


14-15th	 	 	 School Photos

22nd	 1:30pm	 	 School Assembly led by Kauika


EMAIL ADDRESS 
for STUDENT 

ABSENCES


 
absent@sfx.school.nz


You may still call the 
school to leave a 

message on 

Ph: 094371039,


and call or text the 
school mobile on


 Ph: 027 2784303.


FREE  as are the medicines/treatment options are 
also covered under the Minor Ailments Service. 
The Minor Ailments consultation service started on 
12th June and will run until 30th September. The aim 
is to help increase access for people who are 
unable to access or afford care for minor ailments, 
and reduce pressures currently faced by hospitals.
If anyone meeting the following criteria comes into 
our pharmacy with any of the below Minor Health 
Conditions our Pharmacist can have a consultation 
to advise and offer treatment options.
Minor Ailments criteria

• Children under 14 years of age
• Whanau members (any age) of a child 

under 14 years of age with same 
symptoms

• Community Services Card (CSC) holder
• Māori or Pacific people

 Minor Ailments conditions
• Pain and fever
• Diarrhoea
• Dehydration
• Minor eye infections or inflammation
• Minor skin infections
• Eczema and dermatitis
• Scabies
• Headlice

We offer this at the following sites:
Unichem Buchanans Pharmacy

Shop 1 Paramount Plaza
81 Paramount Parade

Tikipunga
09 435 3323

Unichem Buchanans Kiripaka Pharmacy
157 Kiripaka Road

Tikipunga
09 437 0001

Unichem Buchanans Mansfield Pharmacy
7 Mansfield Terrace

Regent
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The following chart you might like to print off and put on your fridge.  This has been 
sent to us by the school’s Public Health Nurse.  We hope you find this information 

helpful.
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